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Sarah Breedlove,known as Madam C. J. walker was born December 23,1867,in 
Delta,LA.Sarah was an African-American entrepreneur,philanthropist, and a political and 
social activist.Madam C. J. Walker invented specialized hair products for african 
american hair care and was one of the first american women to become a self-made 
millionaire.She promoted her products by traveling around the country giving 
lecture-demonstrations and eventually established Madam C. J. walker Laboratories to 
manufacture cosmetic and train sales beauticians.her business acumen led her to be one 
c of the first american women to become a self-made millionaire.she was also known 
philanthropic endeavors,including a donation toward the construction of an indianapolis 
YMCA in 1913.Her parents,Owen Minerva,were recently freed slaves,and sarah,who 
was their fifth child,was the first in her family to be free-born.Minerva Breedlove died in 
1874 and Owen passed away the following year, both due to unknown causes,leaving 
Sarah an orphan at the age of seven.After her parent’s passing, Sarah was sent to live 
with her sister,Louvina,and her brother-in-law.The three moved to Vickburg,mississippi,in 
1877, where Sarah picked cotton and was likely employed doing household work, 
although no documentation exists verifying her employment at the time.On june 6, 1885, 
sarah gave birth to a daughter, A’Lelia.When moses died two years later, sarah and 
A’Lelia moved to Sy. Louis,where Sarah’s brothers had established themselves as 
barbers. There,Sarah found work as a washerwoman, earning $1.50 a day -enough to 
send her daughter to the city’s public schools. She also attended public night school 
whenever she could. While in St. Louis, Breedlove met her second husband Charles J. 
Walker, who worked in advertising and would later help promote her hair care business.In 
1905, Breedlove was hired as a commission agent by Annie Turnbo Malone- a 
successful, black, hair-care product entrepreneur - and she moved to Denver, 
Colorado.While there, Breedlove’s husband Charles helped her create advertisements for 
a hair care treatment for african americans that she was perfecting.Her husband also 
encouraged her to use the more recognizable name Madam C. J. Walker”, by which she 
was thereafter known.in 1907 Walker and her husband traveled around the south and 
giving lecture demonstrations of her Walker method’ - involving her own formula for 
pomade, brushing and the use of heated combs. 
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Madam C.J. Walker 


Walker agents 


As profits continued to grow, in 1908 Walker opened a factory and a beauty school in 
Pittsburgh, and by 1910 when Walker transferred her business operations to indianapolis, 
the MadamC. J. Walker manufacturing company had become wildly successfully, with 
profits that were modern-day equivalent of several million dollars.in indianapolis, the 
company not only manufactured cosmetics but also trained sales beauticians. These 
“Walker agents “ became well known throughout the black communities of the united 
states. In turn,they promoted Walker's philosophy of “ceaniness and loveliness” as a 
means of advancing the status of african americans. A relentless innovator, Walker 
organized clubs and conventions to her representatives, which recognized not only 
successful sales, but also philanthropic and educational efforts among african americans 
Sarah often said that after praying about her hair, she was giving a formula in a dream. 
When friends and family and also selling it door to door. Sarah began to advertise a 
growing number of hair care products with the help of her family and her second husband, 
Charles Joseph Walker, a newspaperman whom she had married in 1906 after she 
moved to Denver, Colorado. She also adopted her husband’s initials and surname as her 
professional name, calling herself Madam C.J. Walker for the rest of her life, even after 
the marriage ended. Her husband helped her develop mail marketing techniques for her 
products, usually through the african american-owned newspapers. When their small 
business was successful, with earnings of about ten dollars a day, Walker thought she 
should continue to expand, but her husband thought otherwise. Rather than allow her 
husband’s wishes to slow her work, the couple separated, Walker’s business continued 
to expand. She not only marketed her hair care products but also tutored african 
american men and women in their use, recruiting a group called Walker Agents. ‘Her 
products were often used with a metal comb that was heated on the stove, then applied to 
straighten very curly hair. She also began to manufacture facial skin cream. The hair 
process was controversial[open to dispute] because many felt that african american 
women should wear their hair in natural styles rather than attempt to change the texture 
from curly to straight. In spite of critics,Walker’s hair care method gained increasing. 
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Popularity among african american women, who enjoyed products designed especially 
for them. This resulted in growing profits for Walker’s business and an increasing number 
of agents who marketed the products for her door to door. On may 25,1919, when she 
was fifty-one years old, she died of hypertension [high blood pressure],Her funeral 
service was held in mother zion church african methodist episcopal zion church in 
New york city.Her daughter, Lelia, took over her role as president Madam C.J. 
Walker manufacturing company. 
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